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ANNUAL REPORT
OF TIIK

S E I, E C T M E N

TOWN OF PARIS,
For the Year ending February 17,

1874.

PARIS, ME.:
OXFORD DEMOCRAT OFFICE.

1874.

TOWN OFFICERS.
SELECTMEN!.

WM. A. FROTHINGHAM,

ALEXANDER S. THAYER.

AGEIST.

SETH BENSON.

TREASURER.

PETEK C. FICKETT.

ALVA SHURTLEFF.

CLERK.

COLLECTOR.

GEORGE A. WILSON.

JOHN BLACK.

S. S. COMMITTEE.

CHAS. R. ELDER,

GEO. B. CROCKETT,

Rev. ALEXANDER HILL.

REPORT OF SELECTMEN,

VALUATION OK THE TOWN.

Whole number of Polls, 640.
Amount of Resident. Real Estate,
§663,740
Amount of Non Resident Real Estate,
49,350
Amount of Resident Personal Property,
288,812
Amount of Non Resident Personal Property, 6,735
--- ---------$1,008,637
Number of Dogs, 162.
APPROPRIATED AND ASSESSED.

State Tax,
County Tax,
Town Debt and Interest,
Town Charges,
Support of Schools,
Fractional Overlay,
Supplementary Assessments,
Delinquent Highway,

84,896 02
1,222 47
2,669 00
2,000 00
2,766 00
637 55
49 08
308 83

Total committed for collection,
$14,548 95
Poll Tax, 83.00.
Rate per cent., 12 mills on a dollar.
Amount of highway tax to be expended in labor $6,000 00.
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SCHOOL ACCOUNT.
$2,760 00
216 00
1,060 99
671 85
275 10

Amount raised by vote of Town,
Interest on School Fund,
Mill Tax,
Bank Tax,
Money Unappropriated,

Total,
Amount divided among School Districts,
Money over-appropriated,

$4,965 50
35 56

Rate per Scholar, §4 50.
The money was appropriated among the several Districts as
follows:
District.
No. of Scholars.
No. 1—Bolster,
48
“ 2—South Paris,
258
“ 3—Webber,
34
“ 4—Bisco,
31
“ 5—Porter,
40
60
“ (J—West Paris,
30
“ 7—Hall,
“ 8—King.
34
“ 9—Paris Hill,
128
“ 10—Partridge,
37
“ 11—Stearns,
38
51
“ 12—North Paris,
“ 13—Tubbs,
13
“ 14—Mountain,
13
“ 15—Whittemore,
50
“ 16—Tuell,
39
“ 17—Forbes,
31
“ 18—Hollow,
38
“ 10—Trap Corner,
44

Amt Appropr'd.
$ 216 00
1 101 'ID
153 00
138 50
180 00
270 00
135 00
153 00
576 00
166 50
171 00
229 50
58 50
58 50
•225 00
175 50
139 50
171 'in
188 00

Amt. Added.

$27 <M>
33 00
15 00
33 00
27 00
20 (X)
24 00
60 00
IX) 00
23
33
21
10

00
00
00
00

Total.
$216 10
1161 00
180 OO
172 50
195 00
270 00
108 00
180 00
576 00
186 50
195 00
229 50
118 50
118 50
225 00
198 50
172 50
195 00
208 00

Mumber of Scholars, 1,017.
TOWN FARM ACCOUNT.
Paupers now supported on the Farm :
Names.
Aye.
Names.
Xj/f
Hartwell Stevens,
54 Cyrus W. Twitchell,
7
Oliver W. Clark,
84 Wm. 8.
“
17
Eraeline Walcott,
63 Levi L.
14
Mary E. Jackson,
28 Fred. L.
••
11
Orin Daniels,
59 Theodore M. “
8
33 Minnie F.
“
Eliza A. Lewis,
6
Ellis Richards,
11 Clarence
“
3
Elijah Monk died on the Farm. January 16th, 1874.
Average number supported on the larui, during the year, 8.
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Schedule of Stock, Provisions, fyc., on the Farm, Feb. 16, 1874.
L.l bush. Peas,
1 Horse,
3 bbs. Flour,
2 Oxen,
550 lbs. Pork,
8 Cows.
3 three years olds,
50 “ Lard,
4 Sheep,
20 •* Butter,
2 Shoats,
60 “ Dried Apples,
21 Hens,
3 bush. Green Apples,
50 bush. Oats.
| bbl. Vinegar,
7J
“
Wheat,
1 “ Soap,
18
•• Corn,
16 tons Hay,
100 “ Potatoes,
15 lbs. Clover Seed,
6
“ Beans,
A good supply of Garden Sauce.
EXi’ESOITUUES.

RECEIPTS.

Overseer’s Salary,
$300 00.Butter
sold,
113 75 Milk,
Extra Labor,
50 48 Apples
“
G roceries,
47 «2 Stock,
“
Clothing and Bedding,
Repairs ami Fanning Tools,
22 21 Corn,
“
12
88;Eggs.
Blacksmith Bills,
72 02 Grapes,
“
Flour,
20 35 Cheeses,
“
Corn,
40 98 Potatoes,
“
Kitchen Furniture,
9
25
Oats,
Beef,
8 95' Poultry,
“
.Medical Attendance,
7 10 Peas, *
“
Hay-seed,
Salt and Fish,
10 00 Beans,
“
14 On Labor off Farm,
Four Pigs,
2 50 0. W. Clark’s Pension Money,
Pasturing Stock,
5 00' Use of Bull,
Horse for mowing,
Funeral charge of Elijah Monk,
12 00
______ i
Balance against Farm,

$702 59

$702 59

Paid
“
••
“
“
*•
“

Expenses of Poor off farm.
Waterford, for Mrs. McAllister,
87
Waterford, for Mrs. Caroline Pratt,
101
Support of Cyrus Twitchell and family, 163
Town of Greenwood for Win. Young,
15
City of Lewiston for Almon Washburn, 16
Supplies furnished Samuel Richardson,
8
for support of transient paupers.
62

$128 55
140 50
52 10
80 50
49 54
11 <>5
3 00
3 74
30 09
55 37
7 08
4 00
13 00
27 50
52 00
10 00
———
$000 02
90 57

50
25
28
25
32
12
20

Total,
8373 92
The management of the farm has been very satisfactory. The
family has been unusually large, and, consequently, the bills for
clothing and provisions have been increased proportionately ; but
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the stock and kitchen furniture notv on the farm are worth more
than at the last ’aluation, aud taking into account these matters,
and the repairs on the buildings, we consider that the farm
has been self sustaining during the past year. We have hired Mr.
Stevens for another year.
Some of the bills for support of poor off the farm, were bills of
the preceding year, which we have settled this year. We know
of no proper claim against the farm at the present time.

LIQUOR AGENCY.
D. B. Sawykr, Liquor Agent, in account with the town of Paris.
Statement stu.winy the profit on Liquors
Amount of Liquors on hand, Feb. 17, 1873. 8302 03
Amount purchased during the year,
1,428 93
81,730 96
Amount received for sales during the year, 81,718 98
Amount of Liquors on hand, Feb. 17,1874, 234 13
1,953 11
Profit,
Amount of Agent’s Salary,
Freight, Expense, &c.,

8222 15
SI20 00
16 70
136 70

Net gain to the town,

885 45

Statement showiny amount due fiiom Ayent.
Amount received from sales during the year,
Freight, Expenses, &c.,
816 70
Agent’s Salary,
] 20 00
Paid State Agent,
1,428 93

81,718 98

1,565 63
Amount due from Agent,

8153 35

SELECTMEN.
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TREASURERS ACCOUNT.
Alva Shurtleff, Treasurer, in accourfo with the Town of Paris,
from Feb. 17, 1873 to Feb. 18, 1874.
Dr.
To Cash in Treasury, I'eb. 17, 1873,

82,545 48

“

from So. Paris Savings Bank, (tem
porary loan)
1,260 00

“

borrowed and town notes issued,

“

from John Black, Col., (taxes of 1872) 3,520 82

“

from

“

Non-resident tax of 1871 returned,

do.,

(

2,400 00

do., 1873) 4,475 78
308 37

“

Highway tax of 1873 paid into treas., 496 20

“

Mill Tax, from State,

“

Bank Tax,

“

Principal, School Fund,

670 00

“

Interest,

159 42

“

from Town Farm,

“

Int. on David Bonney note,

do.,
do.,

1,000 99
671 85

249 22
84 98

“

from Estate of /Aaron B. Swan,

50 00

“

from Bridge Lumber Sold,

25 60

“

from Town of Sumner on account of
John Noyes,

23 50

“
“

from town of Gray, on account of
William Tuttle,
from Town of Oxford on account of

“

Seth Crooker,
Pensions from State,

“
“
“

13 00
25 50
144 00

from A. Shurtleff, guard, of A. Swift, jr., 31 00
from Circus,
10 00
for Collector's Deed,
50
Hathaway, Davis & Co., and Geo. B.
Crockett & Co.,damage on new road, 22 50
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Paid
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
*•
«
“
“
•*
“
“
“
“
“
“
••
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
«
“
“
“

$2.0011 no
Town Bonds,
732 do
Coupons,
So. Paris Savings Bank. (tein. loan) 1.200 oo
1.200 oo
Principal, Town Notes.
1.»«» 42
Interest on
do..
4.0111 30
School Districts,
1,344 l»5
Labor on Highways,
75 18
do., Jackson’s Mills Bridge,
31 15
do,, Snow’s Falls
do..
1.583
70
do., South Paris
do..
383 45
do , North Paris
do.,
41 73
do., Stony Brook
do,
232 .6
do., West Paris wash-out.
115 40
Expenses, Town Farm,
175 87
Abatements,
3 ‘5 16
Town Officers, 1872,
r60 43
do,
1873,
144 oo
Pensions,
62 20
Transient Paupers,
163 28
Supplies furnished C. W. Twitchcll,
8 12
do
Samuel Richards.
101 25
Town of Waterford, Caroline Pratt,
7 50
do.,
Ellen McAllister,
15 25
Town of Greenwood, Wm. Young,
15 50
Medical Attendance, John Noyes,
380 89
Costs in Witham vs. Paris,
52 00
A. Black, fees, in same,
30 00
Wm. K. Kimball, fees, in same,
8 00
T. E. Stearns, damage on wagon,
N. Mason,
do,
9 00
Rufus Bartlett, damage to colt,
25 00
Overseer Town Farm 1872.
250 00
do,,
1873
75 00
F. E. Shaw, Town Printing,
39 25
Blank-book,
12 03
Services of Constable,
14 00
A. C. Curtis, damage on road, W. Paris, 40 00
Hammond & Cole, Lumber,
37 26

SELECTMEN.
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Paid City of Lewiston for Almon Washburn, 816 32
“

B. Walton, sweeping town house,

50

“

Three Tax Deeds from Collector,

1 50

“
“

do

from Treasurer,

Expense hiring money,

2 00
5 27
------------ §16,183 82

Cash in Treasury,

2,004 89
818,188 71

We have this day audited the books and accounts of A.
Shurtleff, Treasurer, and find the same correct, and the balance
on hand, as above dated.
WM. A. FROTHINGHAM, ) Selectmen,
ALEXANDER S. THAYER, S
of
SETH BENSON,
)
Paris.
Paris, February 18th, 1874.

TOWN OFFICERS’ BILLS.
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers, of the Poor.
Wm. A. Frothiugham,
A. S. Thayer,
Seth Benson,

3135 00
86 00
100 00
Town Ayent.

Peter C. Fickett,

(estimated)
Town Clerk.

25 00
9 00

Geo. A. Wilson,
Treasurer.

50 00

Alva Shurtleff,
Collector.
John Black,

218 23

Superintending School Committee.
Charles R. Elder,

38 75

George B. Crockett,

38 75

Rev. Alexander Hill,

54 50
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Town Bonds.
SlO.OH) <«0
Town Notes,
3,6'K) 00
Indebtedness of Town to School Fund,
2,465 00
do.,
to School Districts, 2,1' 2 47
Due Town Officers,
271 02
Overseer’s Salary on Town Farm,
225 00
SI8,663 49
RESOUKCES.

Cash in Treasury,
$2,004
Due on Collector’s Bills tor 1873,
3,957
do., David Bonney’s Note.
1,000
do., S. F. Maxim’s Note,
61
Due from I). N. True for town farm produce. 106
do.,
D. B. Sawyer, Liquor Agent,
153
do.,
School Fund for Interest advanced, 86

89
68
00

77
51
35
28
7.370 48

Balance against Town,

♦

$11,293 01

REMARKS.
will be seen from an examination of the above, that the
balance against the town has been increased during the past year
$602 25. This has resulted mainly from the large cost entailed
upon the town by general repairs upon the highways, and especially
from the cost of repairing old bridges and constructing rew ones.
We have been obliged to expend the sum of SI,344 65. in money
upon the repair of ourioads; the taxes having been nearly all
worked out in breaking roads during the preceding winter. We
have also expended the sum of $2,272 29 in the construction of
new bridge, and necessary repairs on old ones. The bridges, now,
throughout the town, are in a good state of repair. There has
been about §500 of the highway tax paid into the Treasury, in
money, which has helped us meet, in some measure, the large
drafts upon the Treasury for the repair of roads; and we think it
Il
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will be advisable to renew the vote of last year, whereby citizens
were allowed to pay into the Treasury 75 cents on t ie dollar in
full of their highway taxes.
The pauper bills outside of the town farm, have been very large
—caused in many cases, by extreme sickness We paid the town
of Waterford S1C1 25 for the support and medical attendance
upon Caroline Pratt, during her last sickness, and expense of her
burial. We have also been obliged to pay §163 2' for supplies
furnished ai d medical attendance upon the family of C W.
Twitchell.
The ease, Witham vs. Paris, was tried at the September term,
and resulted in a verdict of §50 for the plaintiff. This we regard
as a virtual triumph for the town, \\ itham having claimed S3,000
damages. We have settled all the costs and expenses in this mat
ter, amounting to §462 89.
We have received from the Executors of the late Thomas
Crocker a one thousand dollar bond of the Portland & Kennebec
Railroad Co. We have collected forty dollars interest on the
same, from March to November, 1873, and deposited the same in
the South Paris Savings Bank. No applications have been made
to us for assistance from this fund.
RECOMMENDATIONS.
Two thousand dollars of the bonds become due this year; and
we recommend—
For Town Debt and [merest,
§3,000 00
Support of Schools,
2,766 00
Support of Poor and other town charges,
2,000 00
Total money tux,
Highway Tax,

§7,766 00
6,000 00

Respectfully submitted.
\\M. A. FROTHINGIIAM. ) Selectmen, fyc.,
ALEXANDER S. THAYER, '■
<?/
SETH BENSON,
}
Parts.
Paris, Feb. 15th, 1874.
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REPORT OF S. S. COMMITTEE.

DISTRICT NO I.
John G. Swett, Agent.
Summer term taught by Miss Ella F. Twitchell: length of term,
60 days Number of pupils in attendance, 28 ; average attend
ance, 21. Wages of teacher four dollars per week. Miss Twitchell
discharged the duties of a teacher faithfully, and succeeded in
winning the esteem of her pupils.
Winter term taught by Osear F. Heald : length of term 40
days. Number of pupils in attendance 30; average attendance,
26. Wages of teacher twenty-five dollars per month. This was
the teacher’s first effort at. teaching; the result shows that good
order is indispensable to the success of any school.
Second term taught by A. F. Mason : school not closed. Mr.
Mason has taught several terms in this town very acceptably to all
interested. He inspires his pupils with enthusiasm for study, and
teaches good schools.
DISTRICT NO. II.
D. 15. Sawyer, M. D., Agent.
Summer term of Grammar school was taught by J. P. Marston :
length of term, 50 days.
Number of pupils in attendance —;
average attendance 35. Wages of teacher forty dollars per month.
Summer term of Intermediate school taught by Miss Annie
Drake: length of term, 50 days. Number of pupils in attendance,
44; average attendance, 34. Wages of teacher, six dollars per
week.
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Summer term of Primary school taught by Miss Delia James:
length of term, 50 days. Number of pupils in attendance, 40.
Wages of teacher, eight dollars per week.
' Mr. Marston, a graduate of Bates College, is an experienced
teacher. His system of instruction we highly commend. Miss
Drake and Miss James are both superior teachers, and did excel
lent work in their schools.
Winter term of Grammar school was taught by Mr Marston.
Intermediate school taught by W. L Gatchell. Primary school
taught by Mrs. J. P. Marston, As no returns have been made
from these schools, we are unable to give details.
DISTRICT NO. III.
Edmund Curtis, Agent.
Summer term, Miss Belle M. Keed, teacher : number of scholars,
27; average attendance, 21. Wages of teacher, three dollars and
fifty cents per week. Owing to our not being informed of the
time the term was to close, this school was visited but once, and
then, near the commencement. The school then appeared well;
and we have since learned the school proved what we then thought
it would be, a success.
Winter term, Herman Fuller, teacher: number of scholars, —;
average attendance, —. Wages of teacher, —. This term is still
unfinished. Both teacher and scholars have labored hard, and the
result is, a very good school. Mr Fuller, although young, has
had considerable experience in teaching, and a thorough scholar
himself, he knows hew to impart his knowledge to others.
DISTRICT NO IV.
Luther P. Winslow, Agent.
Summer term, Miss Ella J. Winslow, teacher : number of scholars
15 ; average attendance, 13. Wages of teacher, two dollars and
twenty-five cents per week. This was Miss Winslow’s first attempt
at teaching. At our first visit we found a great lack of thorough
ness in the school. The teacher labored hard to remedy this evil,
and we think the scholars made very fair improvement.
Winter term, Washington D. Marshall, teacher: number of
scholars;—average attendance — . Wages of teacher,—. Mr.
Marshall’s success in this school although not all we could desire,
yet we think the scholars have made some improvement.

S. S. COMMITTEE.
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DISTRICT NO V.
Peter M. Holden, Agent.
Summer term. Miss Addie F. Merrill, teacher: whole number of
scholars, 22, average attendance, 16. Wages of teacher, three
dollars per week. This was a good school. Good order and neat
ness prevailed in the school-room, and the scholars made commend
able progress in their studies.
Winter term,J. F. King, teacher: whole number of scholars,
24; average attendance. Its Wages of teacher, thirty dollars per
month. Mr. King succeeded well in this school. In the school
room he knows what to do, and how to do it.
DISTRICT NO VI.
Peter C. Pickett, Agent.
Summer term, Miss Fannie W. Churchill, teacher: whole number
of scholars, 43 ; average attendance. 37. Wages of teacher, four
dollars per week Miss Churchill has a good share of energy
and perseverance in her composition, and the school prospered well
under her instruction.
VV inter term, A. D. Daniels, teacher : whole number of scholars,
40; average attendance, 37. Wages of teacher, forty dollars per
month. Mr. D iniels, by faithfulness in the discharge of his duties,
has made himself deservedly popular as a teacher. This school
has made marked progress in the right direction. Order good,
and instruction thorough.
o

DISTRICT NO VII.
Francis Muzzy, Agent.
Summer term commenced by Miss Amanda Maxim, who, after
having taught a few weeks, withdrew from the school on account
of ill health. Register not returned.
Winter term taught by A. C. Whitman: length of term, 65
days. Number of pupils in attendance, 18 ; average attendance,
11. Wages of teacher, twenty-five dollars per month. Mr
Whitman, who is well-known as a successful teacher in the schools
of neighboring towns, has fully sustained his reputation. He
possesses the essential elements of a teacher, viz : ability, energy,
judgment and tact. On examination, the pupils showed that their
instruction had been systematic, thorough and practical.
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DIS TRICT NO. VIII.
J. K. Clifford, Agent.
Summer term. Number of scholars, 14 ; average attendance,
11. Wages of teacher six dollars per week, including board.
Winter term not finished Miss Nellie M. King, teacher of
both terms. Miss King is an experienced teacher. Her method
of instruction is very good, and although the order was not so
good as it should have been, the scholars made very good progress
in their studies.
DISTRICT NO IX
George F. Hammond, Agent.
Summer term, Miss Addie I. Hammond, teacher: number of
scholars, 30 ; average attendance, 23. Wages of teacher, four
dollars per week. Miss Hammond labored hard in this school,
and the improvement shown by the scholars at the examination in
all the branches, and especially Reading and Arithmetic, proved
that her labor was not in vain.
Primary department was under the charge of Miss Birdie
Ripley : number of scholars, 27 ; average attendance, 22. Wages
of teacher, three dollars per week. This was Miss Ripley’s first
term. It requires a great deal of tact to manage a school of this
grade so as to interest the pupils and secure the improvement
which is desirable. We think, with more experience, Miss Ripley
will make a successful teacher.
Winter term, Charles R. Elder, teacher: number of scholars,
48; average attendance, 39. Wages of teacher, fifty dollars per
month.
Primary department, under the charge of Miss Lottie Hammond :
number of scholars —; average attendance —. Wages of
teacher —. This was Miss Hammond’s second term in this district.
She was faithful in the discharge of her duties, and succeeded in
giving entire satisfaction.
This district have the past year repaired their school-house, at an
expense of about eight hundred dollars, making two of the most
pleasant and convenient school-rooms in town.
DISTRICT NO. X.
Simon Ellis, Agent.
Summer term, Miss Lottie Hammond, teacher : whole number of
scholars, 16; average attendance, 14. Wages of teacher, three

S. S COMMJTTEE.
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dollars per week. Miss Hammond possesses very good qualities
for a teacher, and her labors in this district were rewarded by very
good progress on the part of her pupils.
Winter term. Miss Addie I. Hammond, teacher: whole number
of scholars, 20; average attendance, 17. Wages of teacher, five
dollars per week.
We were able to visit this school but once,
near the commencement. The school then appeared very well; and
by what we have been able to learn from members of the district,
we think Miss llammond fully sustained her reputation as one of
our best teachers.
DISTRICT NO XI.

------ Carter, Agent.
Summer term, Miss Mary A. Pratt, teacher ; number of scholars,
13; average attendance,9. Wages of teacher, three dollars per
week. This is one of our small schools, yet the teacher did her
duty faithfully and well. Very good order prevailed in this school.
Winter term. This term was commenced by C. D. Foster, who,
after teaching some nine days, gave it up. Charles B. Benson,
teacher: number of scholars, 24 ; average attendance, 18. Wages
of teacher, fifty dollars per month. Mr. Benson has well sustained
his high reputation as ai. instructor in this school. Method of
instruction very good; order, perfect.
DISTRIC T NO. XII.
Nathaniel Young, Agent
Summer term. Number of scholars, 34 ; average attendance,
30. A ages of teacher, three dollars and seventy-five cents per
week
Winter term. Whole number of scholars, 40 ; average attend
ance, 35. Wages of teacher, seven dollars and fifty eeuts per
week. Miss Jeunie R. Morse, teacher of both terms. Miss
Morse is a faithful and competent teacher. This fact the improve
ment made by the school under her instruction fully proves.
Nothing more need be said.
DISTRICT NO. XIII.
Joel Haskell, Agent.
There has been but one term of school in this district during
the year, which was taught by Miss Florence E. Biyant: length
of school, 60 days. Number of pupils in attendance, 7 ; average
attendance, 5. Wages of teacher, five dollars per week. Miss
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Bryant is a fine scholar, but lacks executive ability which is
essential to a successful teacher,
district no xiv
Nathan Maxim, Agent.
Summer term was taught by Miss Nellie Whitman : register
not returned. Although Miss Whitman was without experience
as a teacher, she won the confilence and respect of her pupils, and
as a consequence taught a good school.
Winter term taught by Miss Eulie Giles : length of term, 70
days. Number of pupils in attendance, 9: average attendance,
6. Wages of teacher, three dollars and fifty cents per week. Miss
Giles possesses that discipline of mind, and tact for instructing and
restraining pupils, withour which no teacher can become eminently
successful. She is an earnest and successful teacher.

DISTRICT NO XV.
Alexander Thayer, Agent.
Summer term taught by Miss Zillah Howe : length of term, 42
days. Number of pupils in attendance, 24: average attendance.
18.
Wages of teacher, four dollars per week.
Miss Howe’s
reputation as a faithful teacher is too widely known to require any
praise from us. She is an efficient teacher, and it was no fault of
hers that her school was less profitable than it should have been.
Winter term taught by G. M. Elder : length of term, 60 days.
Number of pupils in attendance, 37; average attendance, 30.
Wages of teacher, thirty-five dillirs per month. This was a
profitable school; order, first rate.

DISTRICT NO. XVI.
Eugene Curtis, Agent.
Summer term. Miss Addie L. Warner, teacher: number of
scholars, 21 ; average attendance, 15. Wages of teacher, three
dollars per week.
This district has two winter terms; last term taught by Miss
Ella G. Keene: number of scholars, 26; average attendance, 20.
Wages of teacher, five dollars per week.
Second term taught by A S. Curtis: number of scholars, 22 :
average attendance, 20 Wages of teacher, twenty-seven dollars
and fifty cents per mouth. The summer term and first winter
term were good. Teachers faithful and competent. The second
term is not closed, but is prospering well.

/
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DISTRICT NO. XVII
Elbridge Gray, Agent.
Summer term, Miss Jennie L King, teache-:. nn n'isr of
scholars. 23; average attendance. It*. Wages of teacher, three
dollars per week. This is a small school. Good order prevailed,
and the scholars made good improvement. We think Miss King
would be more profitab e in a larger school.
Winter term, Miss Henrietta Tuell, teacher : number of scholars,
16; average attendance, 10. Wages of teacher, four dollars per
week. Miss Tuell’s method of instruction is very good indeed,
and, as fur as your committee cou'd see, the order was all that
could be desired.
DISTRICT NO XVIII.
George W. Hammond, Agent.
Summer term, Miss Mary E. Hammond teacher: number of
scholars, 15; average attendance, 10. Wages of teacher, three
dollars per week. This school was commenced by Miss Carrie A.
Pike, who, after teaching a few days, left the school. This was
Miss Hammond’s first attempt at school teaching, and she was
obliged to labor under very great disadvantages, and the result
showed that we have no reason to believe but that Miss Hammond
would meet with very good success as a teacher, under ordinary
circumstances.
Winter term, Seth B. Morse, teacher: number of scholars, 26;
average attendance, 19. Wages of teacher, thirty dollars per
month. Mr. Morse made the mistake at the commencement of the
term of holding the reins of government rather loosely, and although,
an improvement in this respect was manifest at our last visit, yet this
with other circumstances, over which the teacher had no control,
rendered the school less successful than it otherwise would have
neen.
This district must not expect profitable schools until their scholars
are provi lei with a decent school house, and more uniform textooo ks.
DISTRICT NO XIX
George H. Briggs, Agent.
Summer term. Number of scholars, 25; average attendance,
20. Wages of teacher, three dollars per week.
Winter term Number of scholars, 40; average attendance, 35.
Wages of teacher, five dollars and fifty cents per week.
Miss Emma Churchill, teacher of both terms. The teacher
nas been very successful in these long terms of school, and has
merited our commendation for faithfulness in the discharge of her
duties. Length of both terms, 125 days.
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It will be seen that we have spoken in terms of commendation
of a majority of the schools in town; we believe that we have
spoken truly. For, in no instance, have our opinions been founded
on rumors,blit on actual knowledge acquired by personal observation,
and consultation with parent who are directly interested in school
matters. In justice to the citizens of this town and to many
earnest and efficient teachers who have labored unremittingly in
t heir schools, your Committee feel it incumbent upon them to state
that, having made a careful examination of our schools, in our
opinion, the schools of Paris are not ‘-poor and mean,'’ but on the
whole, quite profitable, and taught mainly by conscientious teachers*
As a general rule, when parents, are pleased with the teacher, their
children will make rapid progress in their studies. If the employer
cannot tell when his workmen have done a day’s work, who can?
If the capitalist does not know whether his investment pays, who
does? If parents do not perceive that their children are interested
and learning, who will undertake to inform them? The answer to
each of these questions is obvious. As a rule, parents know better
than any one else, whether their children are making improvement
in the right direction or not; but they do not know what a power
ful incentive to study and to excel, their frequent presence in the
school room would afford both teachers and pupils.
It is conceded that a parent’s influence is stronger than a teach
er’s. Parents, why not unite your influence with the teacher’s?
a nd make the union more complete by frequently visiting your
children at school 7 \\ ho can estimate the benefit the scholars of
this town would derive from such a union ? Again, teachers are
human and fallible, and need counsel and advice in order to make
their schools, in the highest oegiee, piofitable Who is so well
fitted to offer counsel and to speak words ot encouragement to the
teacher as the parent?
Parents, we ask you to think of these things, and to exert your
whole influence in the cause of education. Your Committee rec
ommend that the sum of $1.0b per inhabitant be raised for the
support of schools during the ensuing year.
.Respectfully submitted,
CHARLES R. ELDER,
i S. S. Committee
GEORGE B. CROCKETT, k
of
ALEXANDER HILL,
)
Paris.

